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PREFACE 


J MUST convert the preface to an incongru- 
ous uſe, and make it nothing but an inſertion, 
ſerving to admoniſh and recognize a claſs of 
reſpectable Patriots called Whigs, (forgot in 
the body of the work) who ſerve unintention- 
ally as the edge of the wedge, or point of 
the arrow, to the general claſs of revolu- 
tioniſts ; who, if left to themſelves, would 
be blunted in power by their deſperate cir- 
cumſtances and immoral characters, and their 
jacobinical zeal would ſerve only to alarm and 
unite more firmly, the friends of Britain, 
whoſe ineſtimable conſtitution has been, and 
{till continues to be, the matrix of all ſocial 
and moral perfectability. 

2 I recommend 
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I recommend to all Britons ſenſible of the 
perfectability of human nature, to turn all 
their attention to the temperate inſtruction 
of the people, in the boſom of their families, 
to increaſe thought, and to diſcountenance all 
public aſſemblies, the ſchools of fanaticiſm, 
diſcord, and revolution, tending to excite 
dangerous and precipitate action, the blight 
of all perfectability; and let government 
form the ligatures of the patient; while 
philoſophy conducts the knife of operation 
to couch the cataract of prejudice in the 


mental eye. 
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TAE aw ful importance of the preſent criſis 


diverts my mind from the proſecution of a 


work of the moſt profound theory, and calls 
imperiouſly its attention to the practice of 
life, to diſcover that delicate and preciſe line of 
conduct which is to guide political prudence, 
to preſerve ſocial peace, the only medium of 
the exiſtence or improvement of intellect, the 


ſource of univerſal good. 


I have travelled over the moſt 8 
parts of the globe, have obſerved the mifer- 
able condition of human aggregation, formed 
by various modifications of civil power, but 
England is the only country in which I have 
met with moral union, exalting man to the 
moſt elevated ſtate of civilization, 
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By moral union, I mean the qualities of 
thought and reflection pervading a very con- 
fiderable maſs of the community, by which 
they are enabled to take a comprehenſive view 
of their political conſtitution, to judge of it, not 
as a perfect immutable ſyſtem, but as an ex- 
periment of policy adapted to the preſent 
predicament of things, effecting not poſitive 
good, but ſubſtituting leſſer to greater evil; and 
fo diſpoſed as to tend towards perfectability with 
a gradation ſuitable to the improving progreſs 
of human intellect and the mutability of 
nature. 

The great majority of the community, in 
whom thought and reflection have leſs influ- 
ence, theſe form a factious leaven, whoſe minds 
delighting in contingency, regard the revo- 
lutions of a country with the ſame indifference 
as the revolutions. of domeſtic or individual 
life, and providing, the day preſents a novelty 
of occurrences, they feel no apprehenſion of 
conſequences deſtructive of ſocial peace. 

If we examine the conduct of the revolu- 
tioniſts both in and out of parliament, they 
ſeem equally actuated by the common principle 
of contingency, and hoſtility to ſyſtem; and 
though the ruins civil ſociety are ſtill 
{moaking after rp Wo of its edifice 
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in France, they ceaſe not to throw around 
their inflammatory embers in this Ifland ; theſe, 
however, falling upon the non-combuſtive mat- 
ter of a thoughtful people, have no effect, 
while the more durable or hotter embers are 
extiuguiſhed by a Philoſophic Jury, who know 
how to diſcriminate the treacherous demagogue 
from the temperate and honeſt reformer, 

It is impoſſible for a patriot Engliſhman to 
read the ſpeeches of parliamentary demagogues 
without feeling the moſt violent ſpaſms of 
indignation, One of the moſt thoughtleſs, and 
at the ſame time the molt active, not long 
ago called upon the miniſter to declare a rule 
or ſyſtem for war carried on againſt a people 
who had deſtroyed all rule and all ſyſtem, 
opening a vortex which threatened to in- 
gulph all civihzed ſociety, The reply of 
the miniſter ſhewed that he poſſeſſed the 
charaQeriſtic thought of the people he 
ſerved, viz. ** that national fafety could 
have no criterion but exiſting circumſtances ;" 
which wife anſwer ſeems drawn from a great 
moral axiom, that all principle muſt contain 
the quality of * flexibility as to rule or capacity 


* Among patriots, the word conſtitution means nothing but 
falus populi ſuprema lex; but when they uſeit to the factions, it, 
means ſpecific rule or immutable law, a neceſſary harrier to the 
{ophiſtry and ſubtlety of crafty demagogues, 
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to adapt itſelf to predicament, but immutable 
as to end, the practical point of union of in- 
- dividual, and univerſal good, from which is 
projected the line of theory or perfectability; 
this point is to be diſcovered only by the exer- 
ciſe of thought and reflection inveſtigating the 
moſt juſt and moſt general relations of things 
in interminable progreſſion. 
Not long ago, one of theſe thoughtleſs de- 
magegues demanded an expoſition of the quan- 
tity of arms this nation could furniſh in cafe 
.of an invaſion; it was obſerved in reply, that 
this meaſure would give advantageous know- 
"ledge to the enemy; the motion however was 
ſtill perſiſted in, becauſe, forſooth, the cha- 
racter of a friend was implicated in the quet- 
tion, and national ſafety in the opinion of this * 
demagogue was to cede to private affection. 

The whole tenor of the ſpeeches of theſe 
diſſipated, thoughtleſs demagogues, reſembles | 
more the pleadings of French Advocates than if 
Engliſh Legiſlators; they are replete with 
chicane, built upon the inflexibility of “ rule 
without reſpect to the end, with which doc- 
trine they attempt to fix the mutability of 
nature, and like ignorant pilots would ſteer 


* 


* A man of principle purſues ever the ſame end, making 
flexible the rule of means; whereas knavery or ignorance ſub- 
ſitutes the means for the end, and the rule for the purpoſe. 
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the veſſel of the conſtitution or ſtate upon a 
dire& though dangerous courſe, when winds, 
rocks, and ſhoals of exiſting circumſtances de- 
mand a circuitous navigation to the harbour of 
ſafety, 

I do not mean to brand the whole of oppoſi- 
tion with a general mark of reprobation; I am 
convinced there are many well meaning mem- 
bers who are employed as honeſt centinels over 
the balance of power, to prevent the dangerous 
and treacherous preponderancy of either of the 
three ſtates, monarchy, ariſtocracy, and demo- 
cracy ; and to preſerve unimpaired the nice 
equipoiſe of the Britiſh Conſtitution, which 
ſolves the moſt difficult of all problems, a ſo- 
vereign people governed by a ſovereign King, 
and holds out an incontrovertible teſtimony of 
the progreſs of thought and reflection towards 
the climax of intellect in the Iſland of Great 
Britain, 

I muſt now addreſs myſelf with more par- 
ticular and diffuſe obſervations to the inferior 
claſs of demagogues. The titles of their differ- 
ent aſſociations I recommend as complete leſſons 
for the conduct of their actions; bad the ſociety 
for conſtitutional information been guided by 
their appellation, would they havehad the mad- 
neſs or folly to ſend deputies from a drunken 

club 
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club to repreſent the majeſty of the Engliſh 


people? In Scotland, ſhould they not rather 
have ſent inveſtigatory publications of the 


' ſyſtem of government beſt calculated to pro- 


mote the progreſs of human intellef, addreſſed 
to the intelligent and thoughtful part of the com- 
munity, and not inflammatory penny publica- 
tions to be forced into the hands of thoughtleſs 
plebeians, prone to precipitate action, which by 
deſtroying ſyſtem muſt cauſe ever the retro» 
gradation of intellect? | 

I recommend to theſe conſtitutional inſtruQors 
to inform themſelves before they attempt to 
inform others, and when they have matured 
in their own ſocieties the Engliſh characteriſtics, 
thought and reflection, they may then diſtribute 
them to others who would become affiliated 
members; and by thus increaſing thought, the 
creat and only fource of good, ſentiment would 
be aſſimilated, and action would move in uniſon 
upon the graduating line of perfectability. In 
the mean time J muſt recommend the con- 
duct of theſe aſſociated inſtructors to the vi- 
gilance of a Britiſh Jury, to check their in- 
flammatory declamations and ambitious dema- 
gogues, and by a wile and philoſophic verdict, 
mark the clear demarcation of ſedition and 


inſtruction. 
There 
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There is another deſcription of reformers, 
who have aſſumed the nobleſt of all titles, viz. 
friends to the liberty of the preſs : this is how- 
ever too thin a veil to caſt the ſhade of incog- 
nition over their notorious and inflammatory 
characters ; had their intention been conformable 
to their pretenſions, would they have been 
wholly occupied in the protection of bill 
ſtickers and preachers of ſedition? The true 
friends to the liberty of the preſs, are thoſe 
only who confine it to inſtruction and not 
inflammation, to thought and not to action, for 
the death of intellect is the natural conſequence 
of the liberty of paſſion, irreflection, and 
thoughtleſſneſs. The liberty of the preſs muſl 
be liable to the ſame modifications as civil 
liberty. | 

It may be aſked by ſome well meaning 
members of theſe ſocieties, whoſe benevolent 
diſpoſition has been Juped by the ſophiſtry of 
demagogues, the inſects of contingency, how 
are plebeian minds to be enlightened, if oral and 
icriptural politics are not to be addrefled to 
them? I anſwer, by Sunday Schools, by the 
writings of inquiſitive philofophy calculated to 
prevent the precipitancy of action, by the pro 
and con conſiderations of good and evil, inſe- 
parable from all inſtitutions ; ſuch reaſoning 


reprefles 
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repreſſes paſſion, and increaſes thought and 
reflection, the true clue for graduating reforma- 
tion which leads predicament on to perfecta- 
bility. 

I know ſome of theſe popular demagogues, 
and I am confident they are influenced by the 
baſe motives of perſonal vanity or perſonal in- 
tereſt; they pour out of their mouths a tor- 
rent of . verboſe nonſenſe in the midſt of an 
aſſembly of irrefleQive youth, holding forth 
axioms formed and adapted to the primitive 
ages of an innocent and unpopulous world, 
which they recommend to the practice of a 
redundant and vitious population at the pre- 
ſent æra. They would ſubſtitute the ſyſtem 
of a ſe& for the policy of a nation which in- 
vaghs againſt murder, and oppoſes all criminal 
Juſtice and national war; though without lega- 
lized murder there could be neither internal or 
external peace to ſociety. The applauſes of 
the majority, and the pockets of the minority 
of the audience, furniſhes aliment to the 
unprincipled ardour of theſe demagogues, who 
are cautious to read aud hear no diſcourſe 
but what conforms to their habitual aſſociation 
of ideas, which is ſo tenacious that the ſharpeſt 
wedge of doubtful wiſdom has no power to ſe- 
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The extreme paucity of numbers of theſe 
Jacobinical Reformers would have juſtified 
the moſt contemptuous ſilence; the notice here 
taken of them was intended not to expoſe, 
but rather to inſtruct and inſtil into their 
minds of wit and levity, that proportion of 
thought and doubt which might render them 
naturally and civilly true Britiſh citizens. 

If a proof was ſtill wanting to corroborate 
the teſtimony of all mankind of the pre- 
eminency of thought and ſagacity in the 
Engliſh Nation. over all others, it has been 
diſcovered in the aflociations of the Yeoman- 
ry upon the breaking out of the war with 
France. They, with the moſt wonderful 
Britiſh intuition, took a full view of the 
moral and political criſis, and judged it to be 
a war of ſocial exiſtence. They diſcovered 
that the irreflective diſpoſition of a nation de- 
praved by deſpotiſm and ſuperſtition had no 
intention to reform, but to deſtroy. civil order, 
and to ſcramble for property at the wreck, 
without conſidering that the ſeramble muſt be 
perpetuated: till the moſt ferocious deſpotiſm 
ſhould check it; but, like the dog in the fable, 
they look only to get fat, and have not re- 


ſection enough. to foreſee the chain and the 
collar. | 
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Let us take a conciſe view of the French 
1 Revolution, and we ſhall find that in no one F 
| period was it directed by ſyſtem ; the forms of * 
| various conſtitutions imprefled on parchment, 
but not the mind, had ſcarce time to dry ere 
1 plebeian tumult made them a mockery. The | 
| preſent unparalleled energy of popular deſpo- 3 
potiſm, the pride of all Jacobins, muſt ſub- 
fide when the preſſure of foreign hoſtility 
which has created it ſhall be red Is it 
poſſible to give that country applauſe for the 
attainment of its preſent predicamental ener- 
gy ? It reſembles the river diſemboguing itſelf 4 
into the ſea, and not the climax of 8 y. 
tem. In all deſpotic countries, when the flood- 
gate of power is broken down, the want of 
civic knowledge in the people muſt carry 
them downwards to the predicament of 
| plebeian tumult, when law and order affording 
| no, protection, the mind overwhelmed with 
horror ſecks ſafety in the torrent of impulſe 
or popular frenzy, which, however energetic 
for the moment, muſt in the end bring civil 
ſociety to its diſſolution, | «1 
It may be objected to the above mode of p 
reaſoning, that had France preſerved conſtitu- 
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tional government, it could never have pro- . 
cured an energy ſuitable to its hoſtile pre- n 
dicament; 
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that the great maſs © 
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dicament; if this be tte, it tends to prove 

* population was ſo 
corrupt, that like the cohſumptive patient, 
nothing but death could relieve it. The re- 
combinations of the politic body after diſ- 
ſolution is as little ſubject to calculation as 
the human body, whoſe renovation of ſenſation 
or life, muſt be influenced by the exact 
quantity of good in exiſtence at the moment 
of its death. 

If it were poſſible for the politic body to 
reſiſt the evils of anarchy till education might 
produce a new generation, and reform the ig- 
norance in the great maſs of the aggregated 
people, anarchy would then be preferable to 
deſpotiſm; but the agonies of anarchy are like 
thoſe of the diſeaſe of the ſtone, that calls upon 
the lithotomiſt of power for immediate cure 
or immediate diſſolution. 

If we look through all the works of nature, 
we find all the parts of exiſtence organized 


into ſyſlem, whoſe various capacities germinate 


into energy or perfeQability ; ſhould the pre- 
dicament of any one genus or ſpecies aflume 


an unaccommodating ſtate, it muſt draw upon 


itſelf either injury or diſſolution, e. g. ſhould 
fruit trees put forth their bloſſoms in the mid 
of winter, the froſt muſt deſtroy them; ſhonl 

C'2 2 a nation 
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a nation annul eil ſyſtem of private pro. 
perty, or the ſubjection of the minority to the 


will of the majority of the community, called 


Government, the ſafety of ſurrounding na- 
tions, threatened by this new and unaccom- 
modating predicament of revolution, would 
oblige them to oppoſe its progreſs. This 
muſt be done by a defenſive and not an offen- 
five ſyſtem, All violent and unſyſtematic 
revolutions by their interval concuſſion would 
ſhake the cement out of the ſocial arch, and 
eauſe an inſtant exploſion of all its parts, if 
ſome external weight did not comprels it. 

The above reflection induces me to propoſe 
a plan of conduct to the confederate nations of 
Europe in the preſent awful criſis. The offenſive 
operations of war {ſhould be immediately put 
a ſtop to, and the following manifeſto iſſued 
by the confederate powers : 

In the facred name of univerſal good, 
enlightened by the intelligence of progreſſive 
truth, ſenſible that all modes of being are co- 
exiſtent and co- eſſential parts of one great in- 
teger, whoſe energies operate in their reſpec- 
tive ſpheres, communicable in motival influence 
but incommunicable in motiyal direction, * 

rendering 


* The higher energies of nature, e: g. the ſun may motivate 
4 man to walk out, but cannot direct his road, Again, the 
head 


Mm 


rendering thereby every ſphere the final and 
independant director of its own collective 
energies, to produce the greateſt quantity of 
good to ſelf and nature in time and eternity, 
meaſured by and related to the circum- 
ference of its own orbit; we, the Potentates 
of Europe, looking upon ourſelves as the 
central and protecting energy of the ſenſitive 
ſphere of exiſtence, by this manifeſto make 
known the punity of our intentions, and the 
expanſion of our conſcience, enlightened by the 
knowledge of ſelf. Whereas the nation of 
France is overwhelmed by a moſt dangerous 
anarchy, cauſed and perpetuated by an irreflec- 
tive, unprincipled, and ambitious faction, who 
have had cunning enough to anfatuate a 
thoughtleſs multitude with the tenets of un- 
modified liberty and equality; tenets whoſe 
leaven muſt produce the moſt incalculable 
fermentation by confounding the fool and the 
wife man, the individual and the public will ; 
tenets, which have ſo completely deſtroyed 
all ſocial order by ſubverting its baſe, viz. the 
ſecurity of property and the ſecurity of perſon ; 
we judge it expedient for the proteftion of 
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intellect, che high energy of this our ſpherd 
of exiſtence, to form a cordon of armies upon 
the frontier of our own territories in the proxi- 
mity of France, to repel all invaſions of a diſ- 
tempered and delirious people, and to be ready 
to ſtretch out a protective hand to that remnant 


which may ſurvive the horrors of the preſent 
depopulating anarchy, and ſhall call unequivo- 


cally for relief with ſuch numbers as may aſſure 


ſucceſs. We are determined to evacuate all our 


conqueſts, and to ev oid all conteſt but what is 
purely defenſive; and as there is no authority in 
France to form a public will with whom trea- 
ties might be made, we are neceſſitated to de- 
clare a peace, though we know no nation can 
hold peace with others that cannot firſt give 
peace to itſelf, and ſubjugated by a faction whole 
power is ſupported by war. We hereby make 
known to all intereſted and obſervant nations, 


that finding the phrenzy of the French people 


increaſed by our attack, we are determined no 


more to penetrate into the interior, or to employ 
direct or indirect means to oppoſe it; but that 
we will wait the reſult of this wonderful Revo- 
lution with the moſt ardent defire that good may 
eventually be produced : but we can entertain 
no rational hopes that the increaſe of intellect, 


the ſource of all good, can be produced by any 
thing 


* 


that all its external efforts falling back upon its 


own center muſt cauſe a combine diſſolution of 
all public authority, and France muſt become a 


field of ſuch atrocious and inſufferable anarchy, 


( 3 

thing but civil diſcipline accommodated to the 
powers of thought and reflection in the great 
maſs of the people, and calculated to ſuppreſs 
paſſion, and liberate reaſon, or diſpaſſionate in- 
quiry, in a modified liberty of the preſs. 

We conjure the French nation, in the facred 
names of Truth and Nature, to attempt the re- 
eſtabliſhment of ſyſtem, which may organize 
the great maſs of population, ſo as to give power 

to the will of the majority, and lay down ſuch 
laws as may be adapted to the preſent human 
predicament with a capacity to improve into a 
graduated perfectability. We conjure them to 
reflect that all mankind are but ſenſitive bubbles 
on the great ocean of matter, breaking and reno- 
vating by Jife and death, and that from the mo- 


ral inſtitutions of intelle& the turbulency or 


tranquillity of that ocean is affected, which 


crate good or evil to the identical diſſolving 


and renovating matter revolving i in the inſtpara- 
ble union of ſeaf and nature to all eternity. 


Were the above meaſures; to be purſued by 
the confederate powers, the ſpring of the revo- 


lutionary power of France would be fo relaxed 
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that agonizing humanity would call upon ſur- 
rounding nations for protection. If, on the con- 
trary, order ſnould miraculouſly be produced, 
all nature would rejoice at ſuch an event, as it 
muſt accelerate the zra of univerſal good. 7 

A preſent view of the moral ſtate of France 
gives but little reaſon to hope that the preſent 
Revolution will cauſe the progreſſion, rather 
than the retrogradation, of univerſal. good, It 
is not only involved in a chaos of practice, but 
a chaos of theory alſo. Leaders. of the moſt 
popular party expiring upon the ſcaffold ;_ teach- 
ers of the. moſt popular opinions {hut up in pri- 
ſon ; patriots arreſted; the altar of liberty cos 


vered with mourning, to deter the inquiries of. 
| Juſtice into the enormous peculation of ſcoun- 


drel demagogues; virtue at ſo. low an ebb, that 
the act of ſaving the life of an abandoned found- 
ling is reported to the Convention and: recorded: 
as a prodigy, and many other acts that in Eng- 
land are ſo naturalized, that not to perform. 
them would expoſe a man to public contempt, 
are recorded in French annals as the phenomena. 
of private virtue. 

Liſten to the National Aſſembly debating 
upon the confiſcation of foreign property; the 
maximum of advantage was made the criterion 
of their deciſion ; no repugnance expreſſed for 

the 
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the dereliction of the facred principle of natio- 
nal faith and immutable juſtice ; no modification 
propoſed which policy pleaded for, to grant a 
ſubſiſtence to thoſe creditors whoſe property 
united them to the proſperity of France. The 
watch-word was plunder, and detected their 
lurking principle throughout the whole Revo- 
lution, to be the acquiſition of property, and 
the quick mode of transfer ſubſtituted ro the 
flow and unpleaſant mode of induſtry. 

What a mark of plebeian folly does- the late 
decree (reſpecting the emancipation of the ſlaves 
in the iſlands) betray ; this was done, they ſay, 
to fruſtrate the plans of Pitt; a ſchool-boy 
would immediately have detected ſo groſs an er- 
ror; this decree was equivalent to the ſurrender 
of the iſlands, and will change capitulation into 
invitation, My heart ſhudders while I find it 
neceſſary to reprehend ſuch meaſures of appa- 
rent virtue ; but I know the charaQer of the 
people; they do every thing by impulſe, and 
nothing by reflection: they are ſo ſhort- ſighted 
and improvident that they never can ſee the end, 
but only the rule or means of action. The de- 
cree of emancipation will be the fiat of maſſacre, 
and the anarchy of the iſlands will co-operate in 
its own fimilitude with the anarchy of the me- 


tropolis, to give a tremendous but important 
D leſſon 
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leſſon to mankind, that reaſon and liberty muſt 
move in a parallel progreſſion: liberty ever 
ſome few paces behind; for any deſultory ad- 
vance muſt have a recoil, whoſe ſudden weight 
will cauſe the retrogradation of both. 

The thoughtlefIneſs of the French character, 
or averſion to contemplate propoſitions till all 
their relations are exhauſted, in the double ſtate- 
ment of predicament and perfectability, render 
moral truth an iguis fatuus to miſlead, and has 
induced them to tranſmute the policy of thirty 
millions of corrupt people, into a fraternity of 
aſſimilated and innocent ſectarians: the charac- 
reriſtic vanity of the nation is become a ſpring 
of univerſal energy, while foreign enemies op- 
poſe their delirium, and they would ſuffer their 
bodies to be reduced to inanition by famine in 
the conteſt, providing their ſkins after death 
were ſtuffed by fame in the temple of vanity, 
the Pantheon ; where nature, the integer of 
exiſtence, 1s rocked to fleep by the tranſmuta- 
tion of its fractional parts in the opinion of 
French philoſophers. 

might produce a variety of inconteſtable 
facts to prove the moral character of the French 
nation incompatible with the improvement of 
civilization, and that nothing but deſpotiſm can 


preſerve them from total extirpation. A view 
1 of 
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of the preſent ſtate of the city of Lyons con- 
centers every teſtimony corroborative of this 
ſentiment. It is called the enfranchiſed city. 
According to the lateſt reports, the troops of 
the line had been fighting for three days and 
three nights with the national guards. Eighty 
thouſand inhabitants deprived of all means of 
ſubſiſtence. The deſtruction of Houſes. The 
revolutionary tribunal with ſpies and execution- 
ers offering the only remedy of the ſcaffold to 
thoſe whom hunger or the diſtreſs of relatives 
might cauſe to ſigh or groan loud enough to be 
heard. The aſylum of civic virtue with its 
doors ſo enveloped in the ſophiſtry of Robeſpe- 
rian moderantiſm, that no one can find its en- 
trance placed between the extremes of ſuperſti- 
tion and atheiſm, patriotiſm and moderantiſm. 
Here then we have a view of the firſt enfran- 
chiſed city, whoſe code of rights terminates in 
hunger and the ſcaffold, and this paragon of 
liberty and equality muſt be followed by every 
other city in France, when the confederate pow- 
ers ſhall have wiſdom enough to declare a 
peace, and thereby cauſe the external energies 
of France to recoil upon their own center. 

Nothing but extreme thought and ſenfibility 
can make man provident of the end of action. 
Short-ſighted, unfeeling men enter upon the re- 
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volution of a nation with the fame indifference 
as the revolution of. a dance, and they are diſ- 
poſed to caſt off the moſt ſacred inſtitutions 
with the ſame levity as they would caſt off 
two couple ; and ſuch is the unhappy moral 
ſtate of the French nation, who, notwithſtand- 
ing all their ingenuity in the field of knowledge, 


are far removed from wiſdom, which can be 


attained only by learning to think or to invert 
the mind upon itſelf, the only operation which 
can produce manhood. 

Should the preſent war be continued. upon an 
oftenſive ſyſtem, I predict the diſſolution of ſo- 
ciety over all Europe, and its conſequent ſub- 
jection to Aſiatic tyrants. _'The energy of 
France in proportion to the preſſure, like a tube 
of water, will overflow upon ſurrounding na- 
tions to reſiſt its torrents, the great mals of the 
people muſt be armed by — goveruments, 
and the deſtruction of all civil authority muſt 
enſue. 

To enable Great Britain to outlive the general 
wreck of civilization, I propoſe the following 
meaſures to be purſued :— That a eee 
army be immediately formed of all men of pro- 
perty; that the qualification of a volunteer be an 
acre of land, a houſe, or . 500 ſterling in et- 
fects; - thoſe individuals whoſe {um might ex- 
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ceed, ſhould have the privilege to guarantee a 
yolunteer for every exceeding ſum of qualifica- 
tion he poſſeſſes, or 20 acres of land; that an 
oath ſhould be adminiſtered to maintain the pre- 
ſent conſtitution practically and theoretically, 
till the moſt evident majority of the people ſo 
qualified ſhould teſtify their deſire to reform it. 
In Great Britain property is ſo generally dif- 
fuſed, that I have no doubt 3 or 400,000 men 
could be embodied, armed, and diſciplined, 
which would ſecure this country from all in- 
terual or external aſſaults. The thoughtful, 
reflective character of Britons, the product of 
education through a ſeries of ages, enables this 
country to view the very eſſence of the preſent 
revolutionary ſpirit, which aims at nothing but 
the acquiſition of property by the ſubſtitution of 
transfer to induſtry. The defence of this iſland 
in ſuch a conteſt can no longer be entruſted to 
mercenary and ignorant ſoldiers hable to the ſe- 
duction of ſophiſtry or intereſt, by whom ſubor- 
dination 1s at all times regarded as the greateſt 
of all evils, and nothing but the fear of death 
holds them to their functions. 
This conſtitutional army is to be called out 
by the king, and pay to be given to thoſe who 
cannot ſubſiſt without it. The eſtabliſhment 
alone of ſuch an army would prevent the neceſ- 
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ſity of its being called forth; what troops dare 
mutiny, what inſurgents dare aſſemble, what 
enemy dare invade, when they know the 
government of this country 1s ſupported by 
400,000 volunteer citizens aſſembled upon the 
firſt ſignal ? Such an army would uot only pre- 
{erve this iſland from the general wreck of ci- 
vilization, but would accelerate the progrefs of 
human perſrctability by procuring a total eman- 
cipation of oral or written diſcourſes ; ſeditious 
ſentiment would have no other effect than to 
provoke diſcuſſion and prepare the triumph of 
civic knowledge, without the aid of Heſſians, a 
police of ſpies, judicial ſentences, or faſts which 
bring to memory the fable of Hercules and the 
Carter, which, however expedient, have lately 
operated to excite the indignation, degrade the 
reafon, and debaſe the civic character of the Bri- 


tiſh nation. 


When I take a comprehenſive view of the 
paſt and preſent operations of the moral world, 
I am moſt confidently of opinion that nothing 
but aſſumptive power can ſeparate the optitnacy 
from the peſſimacy of the people, or organize 
the maſs of a nation into. the conſtitutional 
ſhape of head and body, with its feveral mem- 
bers. The active ſovereignty of the people in 
populous -nations can have no exiſtence ; the 
preſent 
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preſent plebocracy of France muſt terminate in 
ſome democratical conſtitution, whoſe perpetual 
contention will draw all the efforts of the mind 
from ſelf-contemplation to the means of politi- 
cal, civil, and natural ſubſiſtence 3 whoſe broils 
keeping the mind in external operation, wilk 
never preſent that peaceful medium in which it 
is brought to invert upon itſelf and produce 
thought and reflection. 

In the government of an optimacy, like the 
Britiſh conſtitution, ſupported by the volunteer 
army before propoſed, ſociety is organized with 
a head and a body, and becomes a political entity, 
or identified mode of being, by whoſe unitary 
energy great paſſions and great reaſon is pro- 
duced, 


« Paſſion is the Card, but Reaſon is the Gale.” 


The vigour of induſtry, encouraged by the 
honors of the ſtate, prepares a ſuperfluity 
which, overflowing upon the community, fur- 


niſhes an eaſy ſubſiſtence to contemplative men, 


and produces that medium of leiſure, peace, 
and competence, in which philoſophy thrives 
and diſcovers the progreſſive nature of moral 
truth. The ſeverity of diſcipline, moral, ci- 
vil, and political, keeps the great maſs of the 
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people or body in due ſubordination, while fac- 
titious wants and deſires increaſe their ſenſibi- 
lity, and this their iritellect; the ſpring of all 
perfectabllity. 

Advocates for democracy miſtake its turbu⸗ 
lency for energy, and contentions of ſubſiſtence 
for the progreſs of, ſentiment. The philoſo- 


phers of Greece and Rome had no auditors, but 


their pupils, and demagogues were the only 
teachers of practical policy which abſorbed all 
moral principles; were it poſſible for any of the 
ancients to renovate in their former preciſe 
identities and viſit this iſland, they would be 
confounded to hear more noble ſentiment and 
true philoſophy taught in toaſts at a convivial 
banquet, than was ever known in their acade- 


mies of ſophiſticated nonſenſe, where ſounds 


held the place of ſenſe, and words of things; 
and he who had the talent of talking or wrt- 
ting what was unintelligible to both himſelf and 
others, was dubbed a philoſopher. 

When the conſtitutional army ſhall have been 
embodied, organized, and diſciplined, the era 
of public fafery will commence, and with it 
the progreſs of moral, civil, and political pet- 
fectability, the corrupt ſyſtem of penſions and 
finecure places may then be aboliſhed ; no hun- 


gry oppolitivall would dare to oppoſe the mea- 
ſures 
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ſures of government, but upon the ground of pub- 
lie welfare: members of Parliament would be- 
come counſellors of the nation, and if their opi- 
nions failed to direct, their patriotic zeal would 
ſtill co-operate to execute the will of the majo- 
rity. h 

The moral happineſs of the community would: 
then become the firſt object of State Councils. 
Academies might be formed like thoſe of the 
ancients, where philoſophers might publicly 
diſcuſs all propofitions which concerned human 
perfectability; committees of moral economy 

might be eſtabliſhed to take cognizance of the 
* health, ſubſiſtence, and ſports of the people; 
popular aſſociations might be formed to preſent 
the accumulated energy of intellect againſt every 
domeſtic evil that afflicted human ſociety. 

I ſee but one evil which oppoſes the Britiſh 
zenith of ſocial exiſtence, and that is, the hete- 
rogeneity of the great maſs of its ſubjected po- 
pulation. In Ireland and Scotland, was a con- 
{titutional army to take place before thought and 
reflection had aſſimilated them more to the Bri- 
tiſh character, I fear the horrors of civil war in 
thoſe countries would oblige England to re- 
eſtabliſh the Wall of Adrian, and cut off 
theſe dependencies from the advantage of its 
moral union, which would ſtill remain the head 
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of the world, the protector of humanity, and 


the progreſſive point of perfectability to all ex- 
iſtence. | 

Ireland, through the extreme diſſipation and 
ferocity of its eta produces nothing 
but victims of miſery and folly to weild the 


ſword of Britiſh conqueſts ;. induſtry, unculti- 


vated and oppreſſed, gives no fraternal aid to 
the laborious peaſantry of Britain, ſtaggering 
under the load of a national debt accumulated 
to purchaſe a commerce which honeſt Ireland 
would chooſe to participate in profit, but not 
an loſs, If you aſk contributary taxes, they ſay 
they are poor ; this excuſe might ſerve every 
diſſipated drunken inhabitant of a pariſh when 
the public collector calls upon him for pay- 
ment. Why are they poor? Becauſe a want 
of thought makes them all men of pleaſure 
from the duke to the beggar ; commerce fails 
through a want of punQuality, induſtry is 
deſtroyed by the harpy hand of diſſipation, 
which can afford no indulgence to an op- 
preſſed tenantry; in ſhort, . pleaſure cauſes 
ſuch a morbid circulation of property in the 
body politic, that it is at all times in a fever 
which threatens a letiferous criſis, unleſs Britiſh 
influence oppoſed power to defect of thought 
as the only remedy to. their incivic malady. 
, Scotland, 
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Scotland, though poſſeſſing a better moral 
character than Ireland, is ſtill defective in 
civic virtue. Though punQuality gives un- 
common vigour to their commerce, induſtry is 
ſtill checked by the cold hand of avarice in the 
land-holders, which freezes the blood of the 
labouring poor, and drives them for relief to 
the wages and livery of folly in the Britiſh 
army. They pay taxes, indeed, to ſupport the 
burthen of the public debt, but it is payed in 
ſuch a proportion that ſtigmatizes both their 
{oil and their civiſm. I fear a conſtitutional 
army can take place in neither * Ireland or 
Scotland, *till the martial character has been 
more pacified by commerce and agriculture, 
which introducing luxury, ſows the ſeed of 
{enſibility ; and this the ſeverity of civil and 
domeſtic diſcipline meliorates into thought and 
reflection; when theſe take place in the mind 
of the individual, the ſeed of perfectability is 
ſown, which requires the education of ſome 


* In Ireland, the eſtabliſhment of a yolunteer army which 
had not property for its baſis, had very near overturned the 
conſtitution ; but no inference can be drawn from the example 
of an irreflective people, to deter a thoughtful people from a 
meaſure ſo eſſential to their ſafety in the preſent dangerous pre- 
dicament, when the very exiſtence of ſocial order is threatened by 
internal and external enemies, and while the horrors of French 
anarchy preſents an antidote to the contagion of its example. 
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generations to mature into the knowledge of 
lelf, or true civiſm of exiſtence ; . 


5 


For ſelf and nature link'd in one great frame, 
« Proves true ſelf-Jove, and ſocial is the ſame. 


Theſe countries, like all the other parts of 
the Britiſh dependencies, muſt be held in peace 
by the influence of Britiſh power and Britiſh 
wiſdom, and ſhould their connections become 
diſadvantageous or troubleſome to Great Britain, 
they might be thrown off as a load which checks 
her career to that climax of moral, civil, poli- 
tical, and natural perfectability, which they muſt 
inevitably attain if the eſtabliſhments of a 
conſtitutional army ſhould take place, and 
guard her line of progreſs from all hoſtile c con- 
tingencies. 

To remove the cenſure of inconſiſtency 
which will, no doubt, be heaped upon an author 
who urges man to progreſs towards perfectabili- 
ty, and reproves him when he makes it, (1 here 
allude to Stictures on the Conduct of the French 
Revolution, and its abettors in this Country.) 
I will make the moſt ample confeſſion of all the 
inward operations of my mind; I love ſyſtem, 
and abhor contingency, not that the change 
threatens the loſs of comforts. I can live upon 
PR” MP * ſtraw, cloath myſelf in a 
ſheep's > 
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ſheep's ſkia ; what loſs of comforts then can 
the uproar of revolution bring to me? I'll tell 
you, the loſs of mental libeiry to ſpeak all I 
think ; and as I think inſtructively and not in- 
flammatorily, i in a peaceful ſociety this loſs muſt 
ſucceed to anarchy and uproar. You will 
anſwer probably, yes, for a time, as the war 
begets peace. To this I reply, when reforma- 
tion in a ſtate aſſumes a temperate and co- 
ordinate predicament ſo as to give power a new 
form, I ſhould boldly face the momentary 
anarchy it might threaten, and probable cal- 
culation of improvement would affure my 
hopes of perfectability: but when I ſee the 
ſocial fabric attacked and overturned in its 
very foundation, perſonal ſafety and perſonal 
property, and this by a nation whoſe moral 
character of levity and thoughtleſſneſs is noto- 
rious, I am apalled, and I can ſee nothing but 
barbariſm preparing the grave of civilization, 
contingency preſenting a dreadful vortex to 
overwhelm ſyſtem, and deſpotiſm implored to 
tave the annihilation of the human ſpecies by 
the total extinction of human wiſdom. 

I hold a long leaſe in my tenement of ex- 
iſtence, and ſeek no rack-rent operations; I be- 
heve my intereſt inſepazable and eternal with 
the whole maſs of matter, of which I muſt ever 
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form a component part, that whatever may be 
its various modifications of energics, they are 
beyond the reach of ken and communication. 
Every ſphere can take cognizance only of its 
own independent energy, by the exerciſe of 
which its own ſphere being improved, all in- 
tervolving matter muſt be benefitted in time 
and eternity : I ſeek only the progreſs of hu- 
man energy or intellect, and believe that to be 
the beſt ſyſtem of government which has power 
to reſtraiu paſſion and liberate thought; and ſuch 
is the Britiſh Government practically and the- 
oretically. 

I conjure the adminiſtration of this country 
to look with anxious contemplation on this 
awful criſis, and while a neighbouring nation, 
{truck with a martial frenzy (the offspring of 
their natural levity ſtimulated by invaſion) 1s 
arming the whole of its inhabitants ; 1s it wiſe 
for Britain to ſleep behind its wooden walls, 
guarded by mercenary armies of plebeians in- 
adequate to protection in the new civil predica- 
ment of nations; when the poor are incited to 
plunder the rich by a ſyſtem of equality, which 
none but fools can learn, or knaves can teach, 
and which would bring ſuch an univerſal con- 
tention of paſſions among the human ſpecies, 
that nothing but the moſt cruel deſpotiſm 

could 
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could check, in which reaſon or perfectability 
muſt retrograde to an incalculable diſtance? 

Before I conclude this epitome of diſcuſſion 
upon ſo awful a criſis, I ſhall endeavour to 
concentre all reflections and relations upon the 
ſubject of civil ſociety into a point, and preſent 
a moſt important queſtion for the contemplation 
of the public mind, viz. which is the beſt form 


of government in the preſent predicament of 
\ mankind, to protect and promote the increaſe 


of human intellect, the ſource of all perfectabi- 
lity ? 

In my travels over the moſt populous and 
moſt intereſting parts of the globe, I have 
always obſerved knowledge bore a parallel 
progreſs with the energies of government. I 
ſhall begin eaſtward with China ; 1n this coun- 
try, where kingly power is atits zenith, the 
arts and ſciences are in a moſt pre-eminent 
progreſs relative to other eaſtern countries. In 
India and Tartary, the progreſs of ſcience 
has univerſally ceaſed, but their books and 
hiſtories furniſh evidence of the paſt progreſs 
of ſcience in a parallel with the peaceful dy- 
naſties of their powerful kings. In Perſia, their 
libraries which now exiſt, have had no aug- 
mentation ſince the expulſion of kingly power, 
and the ſucceſſion of contending rebel chiefs 

exerciſing 
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exerciſing à precarious and very limited au- 
thority. In Turkey, the Sultan has made 
ſeveral attempts to eſtabliſh a prefs for the 
circulation of ſcience, but inſurreQion of the 
people which keeps the throne perpetually 
vacillating, threatened to tear the hand that 
offered it food, and ſovereign power was oblig- 
ed to indulge them with the darkneſs they 
preferred to light. In Germany, the diſperſion 
of light and ſcience was graduated by the ba- 
lance of power, between the ſceptre and the 
mitre. The Emperor had eſtabliſhed the 
freedom of the preſs, but the power of ſuper- 
ſtition at laſt triumphed, and it was ſuppoſed 
he was poiſoned by the prieſthood, In Italy, 
we ſee the progreſs of ſcience marked by the 
power of the prince as in Tuſcany, In France, 
the progreſs of ſcience began with the moſt 
arbitrary of its princes, and has moved on in 
progreſſion to the æra of the preſent anarchy, 
when nobody has leiſure to write a book or 
inclination to read it, and the whole of the 


intellectual faculties are abſorbed by fear, by 


political contention for power, or means for 
ſubſiſtence. We come at laſt to the extremi- 
ty of the weſt, where we find a country where 
government nicely balanced and poiſed upon 
the hearts of the great majority of its people, 

liberates 
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liberates the operations of thought, and re- 
ſtricts thoſe of paſſion, leſt precipitate action 
might diſturb the equilibre of a magic 
conſtitution, the work of ages, and the wonder 
of the world ; but when a conſtitutional army 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed to guard the ſcales of pow- 
er, the preſs will have a total liberation, and 
the great queſtion of which form of govern- 
ment can beſt protect intellect, will be an{wer- 
ed by pointing to the Britiſh Government, the 
paragon of civil polity, 

The novelty and magnitude of a conſtitutional 
armament, will, no doubt, appall the partizans 
of antiquated laws and cuſtoms, but let them 
reflect, that ſhould French tranſports, protected 
by red hot ſhot, land 100,000 ruffians, reeking 
with the blood of their fellow citizens, to meet 
only a bloodleſs troop of ruſtics, whom they 
might faſcinate with the caballa of liberty and 
equality ; what would be the fate of Britain ? 
Who can doubt a moment whether it is better 
to truſt the government of this country to a 
conſtitutional army of Britons, or to ſubmit it 
to the mercy or the fraternity of ſans culotte 
conquerors, 

As I wiſh much to impreſs the public with 
a favourable opinion of my impartiality and 
integrity, having confeſſed the ſtate of my 
mind, I will alſo expoſe the condition of 

F my 
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my perſon. I have an annuity of Zool. per 
annum on my life in the French funds, which 
I purchaſed ten years ago, (at 10 per cent. 
having vainly endeavoured to procure 8 per 
cent. in England) and which is now ſuſpended ; 
I have pool. in the American funds, and zool. 
in the Englith funds. + I have lately applied 
to adminiſtration to ſerye this country as 
Oriental Interpreter; I was anſwered that an 
alien was appointed for the important and ſo- 
cret negotiations of the Turkiſh Embaſly, and 
ſince my application ſome Oriental Embaſſa- 
dors have been ſent from the Secretary of State's 
office to the India Houſe, to procure an inter- 
pretation from the very people they bring com- 
plaints againſt. Withered be the hand, and 
paralized be the heart, of that man whoſe pri- 
vate intereſt ſhall dictate his public ſentiments. 
I am engaged in the cauſe of truth and 


univerſal good, to which end, all rule of 


* ] was formerly in the ſervice of the Eaſt India Company, 
which I left becauſe I deſpiſed it; and travelled into the interior 
parts of India, to obtain that knowlege which might forward my 


great and only object, the good of nations and the good of 


nature, which defign was evinced by a letter wrote at the age of 
18 years, and now upon the Company's record. ; 
+ All the above property was ſaved from mere ſalary, as Inter- 
preter to ſome Eaſtern Princes, whoſe ſervice I quitted upon 

the acquiſition of the above competency. 
principle 


* 
F TOR 


* 
POS.) 
* * * * 2 * LY 
. n "MF 


(8 3) 
principle muſt bend, and all mode of action be 
directed: I will flatter neither nations nor 
miniſters ; let them throw their ſops to the 
Cerberi of faction ; they can neither ſtop nor 
inflate my lungs, which are devoted to my 
higher intereſt of univerſal good. I hate your 
ſmiling affable complying demagogues ; let 
Pitt preſerve his frowns, Grenville his pride, 
Dundas his firmneſs, and they will fortify my 
expectations of a ſucceſsful adminiſtration from 
their united efforts in this moſt awful and cri- 
tical conjuncture, when the diſſolution of civil 
diſcipline threatens to bring on the retrograda- 
tion of human perfectability. 

Before I conclude, I muſt congratulate my 
country upon the preſent appearance of a moſt 
auſpicious moral phenomenon, which is the 


alliance of patriotiſm and power, brought about 


by the audacity and atrocity of almoſt every 
delcription of oppoſitioniſts; parliamentary de- 
magogu®s, appearing as advocates for the 
enemy in their ſophiſticated orations, reform- 
ing ſocieties in the correſpondence of imflam- 
matory hand-bills, endeavouring to recall the 
plebeian legiſlation of Lord George Gordon ; 
the proſtituted miſcreant editors of public 
papers, promulgating paragraphs calculated to 
convey intelligence to the foe, and to confound 

F 2 all 
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all principles of civic virtue, and this tripartite 
union of unprincipled oppoſition, ſo openly 
manifeſted againſt all civil diſcipline, ſerves 
but to increaſe the conſternation of thoughtful 
citizens, and force them to join the ſtandard : 
6f power to detend the ramparts of ſocial ex- 4 
iſtence. | 
There is another claſs of oppoſitioniſts, 
which I mat mention apart from the reſt, 
not that they are ſeparated from the general 
coalition of the enemies of Great Britain, but 
as they arc the moſt dangerous they muſt be 
rendered the moſt confpicuous tools of fac- 4 
tion; I mean the puritanical ſect called diſſen- | 
ters, or preſbyterians: theſe madmen are fo en- 
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|\ doctrined by their hypocritical paſtors, that the 
* peace, the inſtitutions, and happineſs of this 4 
1 life, are all in contraſt with thoſe of future 
„ exiſtence; hence their enmity to all civil order 
1 which confines them to the precincts of a 


17 wholeſome Bedlam of disfranchiſements, to 
| prevent the contagion of their dangerous en- 


. thuſiaſm. 

i | The pages of univerſal hiſtory are but ſec- [ 

"19 tions of indictment of theſe hornets of the hive, | 

"Wt they have ever been the ſpring, the conduc, 3 

4 ; and the accompliſhment of all convulſive re- 
volutions: thcy have ever played the parts of 


rationicides. 
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rationicides to let man looſe in the career of 


ſuperſtition, ideotiſm, and credulity, The 
ſceptics who endeavour to check fanaticiſm 
in this mad career, muſt ſupport civil and po- 
litical power, and if folly maintains the dimi- 
nution of good in this life to be the augmen- 
tation of it in another, wiſdom has a right to 
oppoſe ſuch chimerical opinions, and by 
maintaining that the fame perfect or imper- 
fect ſtate of the whole of exiſtence in which 
man or matter diſſolves, muſt be the very 
identical Nate in which he or it is to renovate, 
and thereby invite man to be the friend and 
ſupporter of ſuch civil diſcipline, as in con- 
forming to this nature by graduating perfecta- 


bility may combine individual and univerſal, 


temporal and eternal good. 

I muſt conclude this ſhort view, this mul- 
tum in parvo, with the following conſolatory 
prediction: That ſhould Great Britain be able 
to preſerve her preſent conſtitution, practically 
and theoretically, by means of a conſtitutional 
army and the liberty of the preſs, guarded by 
virtuous, Jurymen, the æra of truth over all the 
world, or the falvation of nature, will com- 
mence before the lapſe of another century. 

The moſt exalted efforts of human under- 
derſtanding have lately iſſued from the Eng- 

3 liſh 


3 ae i EO I NECOICR 


— —— —- 


_ — 
— — — — — — — — — 


Wu 
liſh preſs; ſuch works as may, like the fer- 
pent * Venom, poiſon every nation but itſelf in 
poſſeſſion of the antidote, Thought, which 
diſcriminates theory from practice, or predica- 
ment from perfectability: works calculated to 
diſcourage action, and unite reflection, juſt 
criterions of the pre-eminence of the Britiſh 
Government, whoſe nice poifed power ſolves the 
problem of civil diſcipline, ſuppreſling paſſion 


and liberating reaſon; 


CONSIDERATIONS ox PROPERTY. 
PROPERTY of Kings and perſons ſeems 


the center on which civilization revolves : 


man muſt be the head of his family; and 
the proprietor of their induſtry, or the in- 
dividual wheel would have no clog to receive 
an impulſe from the larger wheels in the grand 
machine of univerfal ſociety. 

Property is alſo the great ſource of optimacy, 
its acquiſition demanding all the energies of 
intellect, and furniſhing that medium of 


* The ſudden blaze of meridian truth may be as infurious 
to weak minds, as the light of the ſunto feeble and morbid eyes. 
The deſpotic governments on the Continent of Europe will 
form a ſalutary medium to refra& the light of Britiſh — 
which muſt pervade the whole Earth. 
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leiſure by which its progreſs is made; it may 
be here objected, that poverty has oftener 
engendered philoſophy, than riches; this is a 
moſt egregious miſtake, occaſioned by the uſe 
of words property, and mediocrity, as ſynoni- 
mous: there can be no ſtudy where the means 
of ſubſiſtence are abſent, or where they are not 
aſſured by the laws of property, or meum and 
teum. 

The deſire of accumulating property, is the 
wind which preſerves the ocean of intellectuali- 
ty from putridity or ſtagnation ; luxury en- 
genders ſenſibility, and ſenſibility engenders 
thought and reflection, the only medium 
through which progreſſive truth or perfecta- 
bility can be diſcovered, Men of learning 
and ſcience have perpetually dealt out much 
common-place fatire upon the evils of lux- 
ury ; it is the peculiar province of genius alone, 
like fire, to ſeparate droſs from the pure ore, 
and extract good from its ever concomitant 
evil. 

In the preſcnt unenlightened ſtate of the moral 
world, the moſt perfect community or nation 
is that in which property is moſt generally 
diffuſed, forming thereby a powerful minority 
of population that may be able to ſubject 
the great ſupplemental maſs of the majority, 


and 


1 


and thereby conſtitute the mode of ſociety into 
head and members, like the human body, 
whoſe greater members are ſubordinate to the 
leſſer head. 


Till the revelation of moral truth ſhall 


1 appear, and the reign of reaſon commence in F 
| | | | the univerſal knowledge of ſelf and its unity with 2 
bt nature, aſſumptive power can alone form a 2 
1 happy coercion to human inſanity; delegated (2 
I power or univerſal repreſentation deſtroys the ö 
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unity and ſupremacy of authority, and can 

ſerve only as a moral to the ancient fable of 

the quarrel of the head and members of the 

4 human body, which muſt take place aver all ' 

the world whenever the baſis of property iS | 

ſuddenly or violently annihilated. 

1 In the preſent predicament of civilization, 

* aſſumptive power is ſocial life, attacked by 

5 internal and external ignorance or violence, and 

it is ſtrong in proportion to the number of its 

conſtituent parts, and grows with their in- 

creaſe, and national perfectability adyances in 

a parallel ratio. The augmentation of proper- 

ty and power forms the ſcale of national 

energy; philoſophers, ſectarians, and coloniſts, ; 

under its ample protection, may develope new 1 

theories and practice of civilization, which, like 

the fapling, draws all the nutrition from its 1 
Parent * 
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Marent oak, and when its protecting branches 
become an impediment to its nurſeling, the 
diſſolution of the oak marks the proſperity of 
the ſapling, and the whole world will become 
the colony of perfectable manhood. 

If theſe admonitory ſheets ſhould not pro= 
A duce the ſalutary and indiſpenſable meaſure of 
(XZ a conſtitutional army, and that the ancient 
military eſtabliſhment of plebeian mercenaries 
ſhall be judged ſufficient for defence in the 
new predicament or war of property, I ſhall 
© retire to America, to ſave the germ of perfec- 
adility, unbiaſſcd intellect, from the univerſal 
= wreck which threatens civilization, and em- 
ploy it to direct the Weſtern Continent in its 
preſent moral infancy, while I ſhould deplore 


dhe inconſolable loſs of improving manhood 
in the too confident Iſland of Great Britain. 
|. My reaſon has been long poiſing the ſcales 
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of civil government, and has at length ad- 
juſted the weights; the ſcales are formed by 
aſſumptive and delegated authority, or ariſto- 
cracy and democracy; the weights, power, 
and ignorance ; when ignorance is ponderous 
in the latter, power muſt he counterpoiſed in 
the former; this gives a juſt energy to aſſump- 
tive authority to reſtrain the paſſions, while 
delegated authority liberates the reaſon ; and 
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ſince the invention of the preſs nothing is 
wanting to aſſure progreſs to perfectability, but 
the ſecurity of civil diſcipline, adapted to the 
moral temperament of the people ; if this 
ſhould be loſt, the world muſt fall back into 
its priſtine ſtate of evil and ignorance. 

I wiſh to ſay a few words more before I con- 
clude to anticipate objections, which may be 
made to the conſtitutional armament, as pro- 


moting diſcriminations which may, create a 


jealouſy between men of property and thoſe 


of no property; ſuch objections are already 


anſwered by the purport of all civil qualifica- 
tions, which has eſtabliſhed government upon 
the baſis of fuch diſcrimination, 'The poor 
themſelves, if they poſleſs the leaſt ſhare of 
reaſon, muſt be intuitively ſenfible that their 
induſtry is protected by civil diſcipline as much 
as property, and whenever anarchy arrives, ths 

induſtry of the poor muſt be its firſt victim, 
Let the poor beware of the infatuating doc- 
trine of the Rights of Man, the war whoop of 
faction. Rights of legality are applicable to 
man in his domeſtic ſlate alone, but in his po- 
Iitical ſtate right muſt be applicable to recti- 
tude, and not legality of action ; and public 
ſafety, though fenced in by legal rights ta keep 
Out faction, muſt have its Portals wide open 
Loy 


C a) | 

for patriotiſm, moving on the flexible line of 
rule and means to principle, the goal of general 
good, 

I have for ſeveral years paſt been contem- 
plating the momentous queſtion of govern- 
ment, or that form of civil diſcipline which 
may beſt promote and protect the higheſt ener- 
gy of this ſphere of exiſtence, human intellect ; 
and I have at length decided in favour of aſ- 
ſumptive power adapted to the ignorance of the 
ſubject people, under whoſe wing philoſophy 
muſt have progreſs, either creeping or walking 
erect in the ſecret or public efforts of the preſs; 
univerſal delegated power mutt bring on anar- 
chy in poputous and luxurious empires, and 
apathy in ſmall and ruſtic ſtates, till truth and 
reaſon ſhall have, been more generally diffuſed 
amongſt mankind. 

I know that deſpotiſin is as hoſtile as anar- 
chy to philoſophy ; but as the ſecret efforts of 
the preſs can no more be extinguiſhed than the 
rays of the ſun, intellect muit have progreſs, 
however ſlow ; power is to the politic body, 
what reſpiration is to the human body, when 
dicate takes place in either, from want of re- 
gimen in the head; ſhould the members refuſe 
their obedient functions, diſſolution muit take 
place; but while life continues, remedy may be 
hoped for from the head, and nothing but dan- 
G 2 gerous 
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gerous motion can derive from the meniders of 
either body. 

Objections may be made to the above alle. 
gory by incompatible references to the Grecian, 
Roman, and Britiſh government; theſe, how- 


ever, preſent nothing but the modifications of 


aſſumptive power. The helots, ſlaves, and 


disfranchiſed peaſants, claimed no interference; 


but the preſent turbulent ſpirit of revolution 


would confound the baſe of the pyramid with, 


its vertex, and place power in the hands, not: 
of property, but number; not in the head 


ajone, but in all the members of the politic 
body; this novel, dangerous, and incongruous 


ſyſtem ſhould form the tocſin of the world, 
and drive all reflective people to join the ſtand- 


ard of power to preſerve civilization from unt- 


verſal chaos, and the energy of intellect, the 
cauſe of all good to the unity of {elf and na- 
ture in time and eternity, from revolving back 
to barbariſm and total darkneſs, 

I have been the firſt agent in my philoſophic 
works to couch the mental eye of man, and it 
behoves me to attemper the medium of viſion 
to reſtored fight. I have been the firſt to in- 
creaſe the meaſure of perfectability, that qua- 
lity which alone diſtinguiſhes the human from 


the brutal ſpecies ; it behoyes me peculiarly to 


procure. 
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procure its germination in the climate of rea- 
ſon, and check its pullulation in the hot-bed of 
paſſion, and for this purpoſe to promulgate the 
following conſummate political maxim over all 
the world. That the baſe of ſocial energy is 
a capacity to reſtrain paſſion and liberate rea- 
ſon, and that its vertex is a great maſs of opti- 
_= macy or thoughtful citizens forming a conſti- 
Wy tutional army to conſolidate the pyramid of ſo- 
© Ccicty, cemented by the ſafety of perſon and pro- 
perty, of which maxim the Britiſh conſtitu- 
f tion will, I hope, ſoon become an illuſtrious 
Criterion, | 
Ere my Tocſin ceaſes to toll, let its dying 
3 oſcillations bear the following apology for my 
Y ſudden change from temperate reformer to zea- 
x lous alarmiit. The conduct of the Houſe of 
Lords upon the Heflian buſineſs, at a period 
when titles, property, and privilege is at iſſue, 
1 has ſeduced my confidence in Britiſh ariſtocra- 
cy, while inflammatory hand- bills diſtributed 
to the populace by demagogues at a period 
when {ſocial exiſtence is in Jeopardy, has dif- 
guſted me with democracy. 'The pompous 
banner of ſentimental theory under which 
French democrats urge the giddy mob to ge- 
neral plunder, never dazzled my eyes; I know 
their characteriſtic diſſimulation, and I know 
2 that 
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that ſhould their animal courage (or diſeſtima. 
tion of life) enable them to ſubdue the world, 
that ſame quality of thoughtleſſneſs or irreflec« 
tion muſt ultimately deſtroy themſelves. 

One clangorous peal more and then Jet the 
eurfew ceaſe: I call upon Government to arm 
men of property, to arm them mfiamanevuſlyg 
and let all ihoushiful men of induſtry join to ſave 


the ſocial fabric from deflruciion, and then J 


will again ſtep forward and become a moſt 
zealous reformiit to defend the characteriſtic 
fenſibility of the Engliſh plebacy from ſuffe- 
rance, and the thought of optimacy from er- 
ror, O Britons! think and deliberate with 
freedom upon all ſubjects in domeſtic foctetics, 
the true medium of fair diſquiſition. Who 
calls you to aſſemble or to action, means to 
miſlead you with cloquence (diſquiſition is in- 
compatible with multitude) he is your enemy, 
the enemy of England, of ſocial exiſtence, and 
of all nature. 

I was the firſt to difcover the perfectability 
of human nature, and I will labour to mark out 
the deſcent from the precipices of civilization 
by the ſafe road of a gradual reform in the pro- 
tective and powerful energy of civil diſcipline, 
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CONCLUSION, 


I FEAR I have undertaken the taſk of the 
travelled Laplander, who, upon his return to his 
countrymen, endeavoured to perſuade them they 
were the ſhorteſt men in the world, or pigmies. 
They obſerved to him in anſwer, that they had 
ſhort men of tlirec feet, and tall men of four 
feet, and that they diſclaimed the name of 
pigmies, which might be applicable to the 
whole world as well as themſelves. 

I with to perſuade the Engliſh people that 
they are the happicſt, the wiſeſt, the moſt 
powertul, and beſt governed of any other. over 
the whole globe : I may be anſwered, that in 
England there is miſery, foliy, political debi- 
lity, and corruption. Yes, of theſe truths I 
am very ſenſible ; but as the perfection of one 
individual is to be diſcovered only by a compa- 
xiſon with another, ſo it is with nations, whoſe 
compariſon muſt ever be ſought out of them- 
ſelves. 

IJ appeal ſolely to travellers of obſervation, 
whether on the road or in the library, to bear 
teſtimony to my following declarations ; that 
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in no country except England, is the ſubſiſtence. 


of poverty provided for by poor laws; in 
no country but England is education ſo gene- 
rally diffuſed as to eſtabliſh a maſs of moral 
excellence, producing liberal protection and 
manly ſubordination, the pendulum of the ſo- 
cial machine; in no country but England is 
Juſtice adminiſtered with unſuſpected integrity 
in no country but England is property circula- 
ted with that liberal currency which gives life 
to induſtry; (an Engliſhman would cloſe the 
bargain for the purchaſe of a houſe, before a 
foreigner would finiſh his higgling for an egg) 
in no country but England 1s religious worſhip 
adminiſtered to improve the internal moral 
energies of the human ſphere, and reſtrict ſu- 
perſtition from confounding them with the paſ- 
five and incommunicable energies of unknown 
ſpheres ; in no country but England is the po- 
litical government ſo magically organized, 
that its very imperfections are its energies 
to conduct ignorant manhood through the 
tortuous mutability of predicament on to the 
graduated line of perfectability; and I am 
moſt conſcientiouſly of opinion, that the Eng- 
liſh government, domeftic, civic, and politic, 
is the only medium in which human perfecta- 
bility can have progreſs, and that whatever 
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may be the revolutions or changes of power 


- amongſt nations, they muſt ultimately attain 


the point of mixed government as in England, 
before they will deferve the names of conſtitu- 
tion, or promiſe any permanent ſyſtem accom- 
modated to the improvement of manhood. Let 
us then not only as Engliſhmen, but as men, 
ſenſible of our unity with nature in time and 
eternity, join hand and heart to defend that 
country on whoſe decadence or proſperity de- 
pends the progreſs or retrogreſs of all moral 
perfectability. 

Having for a long period revolved in my 
mind the ſubject of ſocial organization, I have 
formed the following mature, concluſive, and 
comprehenſive opinion :—that the progreſs of 
humanization muſt be made through the cor- 
rupt medium of luxury and refinement, and the 
progreſs of civilization through the corrupt and 
contentious medium of mixed government ; 
and through this double medium muſt be pro- 
duced the colony of manhood, or ſtate of en- 
lightened nature: here human * perfectability 


* The colony of manhood will produce ſuch profound peace 
and ſtagnation of paſſion, that wiſdom will putrefy and diſſolve 
into ignorance, when moral motion will repeat its cycle of dif- 
tolution and renovation like all other parts of exiſtence, 
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muſt culminate and revolye eternally in this 
tripartite cycle. 

Let me aſk the democrats or reformers, wk 
it is they wiſh, or what they are attempting 
to achieve; ſubjects of a country that alone 
merits the name of a nation ? Do they wiſh it 
wiſer, richer, happier, or more powerful? 
then let them unite in private ſocieties, and by 
diſpaſſionately inveſtigating truth, let them 
improve the moral character of the thinking 
part of their fellow citizens; but if by in- 
flammatory hand-bills they ſtimulate to action 
the thoughtleſs labourer or mechanic, they will 
but excite mutiny in the veſſel of the ſtate, 
labouring through the preſent ſtorm of policy, 
and all muſt be loſt. 

Could we judge of their intentions by the 
declaration of their high-prieſt, Tom Paine, they 
with for a cheap government. America has, 
indeed, a government ſo cheap, that it 1s 
trampled under feet by all rival nations, 
againſt whom it affords not the energies of pro- 
tection, and internally has no power to en- 
force obedience to its civil laws. The go- 
vernment of England js, no doubt, dear 
bought, but then it holds the dominion of the 
ocean in appanage; it procures for its travel- 


ling ſubjects the reſpect of ſovercigns ; its man- 
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date gives peace or war to the whole world, and 
its menaces alone ſaved the 'Furkiſh Empire 
from the victorious arms of confederated Europe. 
France has a very cheap government; but unfor- 
tunately, it has ſo little internal energy, that it 
cannot procure ſubſiſtence for its citizens, or aſ- 
ſure freedom even to the high-prieſt of liberty, 
who is now in priſon ; and ſhould the ſans culotte 
conquerors triumph over this country, the moſt 
enraged Engliſh democrat would make but 
cheap food for the French guillotine. I know 
thoſe men the readieſt diſpoſed to action, are 
e ever poſſeſſed of the leaſt ſhare of thought and 
reflection, and I fear my Tocſin will rather 
1mpel than reſtrain them ; but I have the moſt 
ſanguine hopes that it will aſſemble together 
all men of thought and property under the 
ſtandard of government, and that by meaſures 
of energetic expediency and patriotic Jurymen, 
the fanaticiſm of democrats (inſects of contin- 
gency) may be impeded from creating a mu- 
tiny in the crew, and that the veſſel of Britan- 
nia may become the ark of civilization, and 
ſave it from the univerſal deluge of licentious 
liberty and equality, which now threatens the 
moral world. | 

I am the democrat of nature, and view the 
perfectability of manhood at its moſt elevated 
H 2 point, 
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46 
point, on the fcale of intellect (where the optics 
of the political democrat cannot reach) but E 
look down at the ſame time to the low point 
of predicament, and thought gives me ſagacity 
to graduate the ſcale of union; and when a con- 
ſtitutional armament ſhall have placed props to 
the fabric of the conſtitution, to guard it from 


the outrage of fanatical innovation, I will then 


boldly and confidently work hard to repair it, 
as the only matrix or aſylum of the higheſt. 
comprehenſible and final energy of exiſtence. 
of this ſphere, progreſſive intellect. 
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HAND BILL, 


Fok THE 


PLEBEIAN CLASSES OF THE COMMUNITY, 


Recommended to zwealthy Patriots, to print and circu- 
late over all England. 


Poor and induſtrious fellow countrymen, 
beware of an artful, cunning claſs of men, 
who call themſelves patriots, and go about 
with inflammatory diſcourſe and ſeditious 
writings, to wean your love from the Britiſh 
Conſtitution, which has for many ages raiſed 
your condition of peace, plenty, and liberty, 
to be envied by the enflayed and miſerable poor 
of all other nations. They impoſe upon you 
by long harangues when you are aſſembled, 
and ſeduce you with the flattering words of 
liberty and equality, to change the preſent form 
of government, where power is reſponſible, for 
one in which you could have no ſhare, and 


they would have all the profit without any 
reſponſibility, 


Examine 
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Examine the character of theſe patriots, 
you will find the moſt part of them diſſipated, 
thoughtleſs rakes, who, having no powers of 
reaſon to give happineſs to themſelves, ſeek to 
be appointed by you, the guardians of the pub. 
lic happineſs. You know well enough by your 
own experience, that the man who {pcius all 
his week's labour at the alchouic, can never 
govern well his family; and how many are 
obliged to give their money to their wives, that 
they may have no liberty to ſpend it. How 
few men know how to govern their own 
ſelves or families where all is ſimple, to pro- 
cure health and ſubſiſtence for their own per- 
ſons; what would theſe men do with the 
great family of the nation, where matters are 
fo difficult and complicated, that wiſdom it- 
felf is puzzled with the taſk ! 

You are exactly to the nation, what the arms 
and legs axe to the body; if this is ſick, the 
head alone can keep a diet to effect a cure; if 
the arms and legs were to govern, they. would 
carry the body into the open air, and ſo deſtroy 
it; juſt ſo muſt be your interference with 
the policy of the nation, nothing but diſorder 
could enſue, and induſtry and property muſt 
{rt feel the pain of national ſickneſs. 

When 


1 

When theſe thoughtleſs rioting patriots talk 
to you of liberty and equality, would the in- 
duſtrious and ingenious artiſt, who earns three 
or five ſhillings a day, divide it with the idle 
or ignorant, who can earn but a ſhilling ? 
would the weak bodied and weak ſpirited men 
wiſh the robuſt and angry to have more liber- 
ty and leſs law ? then muſt follow the ſtate of 
French brotherhood, where property is ſo equal- 
ly divided, that nobody has any thing to eat, 
and the liberty of complaining is followed cloſe 
by the guillotine. 

Be adviſed by an honeſt 3 42 who for- 
merly ſubſiſted upon property, but muſt in 
future depend upon his induſtry ; envy not 
the condition of the rich, who riot in gluttony 
and voluptuouſneſs; diſeaſe, vexation, and 
inſupportable melancholy are their companions, 
You toil, but that procures you health, tran- 
quillity, and cheerfulneſs. The landlord of the 
{oil whoſe heart is burſting with care and diſ- 
eaſe, in his gilded chamber, would give all 
his property to enjoy the health and cheerful- 
neſs of his ſervants in the humble, but jovial 
kitchen, 

Read, teach your children to read ; con= 
verſe frequently with one another on all ſub- 
jects, but liſten to no harangues of public 
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orators ; they wiſh only to render your intio- 
cence, ignorance, and induſtry, the victims of 
their thoughtleſs ambition, that ſeeks to deſtroy 
all order, to make a play-field for their reſtleſs 
diſpoſitions : whenever they accoſt you with 
their treacherous inſtruction, tell them you 
are determined to follow the Yeomanry of the 
country; that claſs juſt above you in the com- 
munity, who have education, and underſtand- 
ing to judge better than you of what evil muſt 
be borne, and what may be remedied ; that on 
them you place all your confidence, as from 
their commerce your induſtry draws all its ſup- 
port, and that you are determined never to 
act till you are capable firſt to underſtand, 
leſt you ſhould be engaged in the broils of a 
drunken club, where the candles being knocked - 
out, friends beat friends in the dark, and 
general confuſion enſues, in which all the 
membrs are equally injured or deſtroyed. 
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